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: “on the health of our Iocal waters. One of the most prlzed beachcomber f|nds is the
delicate sand dollar, which is most often found in early mornlng low tides

sKELEToNS T N e T L S e BT S A T

Sand clollars found on the beach are the skeletons of mvertebrate
3 creatures that washed ashore w1th the tides. When allve, sand
__dollars are purple and covered in flexible bristles—known a2l Bl
it splnes—that hide their star deS|gn After death, the skeleton is’ _
: . bleached white by the : sun and the small spines. fade. away to ¥
gs / reveal the dlstmctlve flower-shaped pattern - R X

LIVING CREATURES

v /o e é Sand dollars typlcally Ilve |n shallow waters although they
W Ao - can only survive out of the. ocean for a few A
A e et W £/.'. ‘minutes. In still waters, sand dollars may - o
i et ol L ~ i p«“ - stand uprlght with one end buried in the sand.". R
& A5 In‘rough waters,’ they tend to lie flat or burrow - PR S
[ (F _,,@" _under the sand to hold their ground ‘Young sand, i S BN
. & ' dollars will even swallow heaVy gram,s -of sand to LA
prevent being swept away by’ strong waves

A You can tell a sand dollar’s age by its’ rmgs that mcrease o, |
; with body size. The blgger the sand dollar, the older the age
and they can I|ve up to 10 years ; y 2

Av0|d touchmg I|ve sand dollars as thelr t|ny splnes can be easlly wiy
damaged Removmg live sand dollars from the beach is |Ilegaf|n Callforma, b
‘so do not ple up any sand dollars that are colored brown or purple L
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" As with: most marlnellfe, the futwe of;sand~ DR B LT - AR S
Lot “dollars is threatened by polluted water as: % ¥ s WD : :
R “well as the rising temperatures and ocean s Y 5
: ey acndlflcatlon caused by climate change 5 ,
’ 3 Large storms that coincide! with' Iow tldes
TR 3 ;"_" can Ieave the creatures exposed to air arrd
o ; harm entlre populatlons

PRESERVING SAND DoLLARs i WG

If you flnd a sand dollar on the beach
‘make sure it is- dead before you remove |t
Preserve sand dollars by soaklng them i |n
freshwater until the water.is clear and then
a|r dry them on a towel. :

-

Enjoy the beautlful sand dollars asa. SO A
reminder of the fragile marine life- that_ :

“ needs everyone to help keep Coronado
Emerald Green, Ocean Blue. -~

SUPPORT EMERALD KEEPERS

Emerald Keepers is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.
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